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Dear Mr Allman,

I am writing with reference to your most recent correspondence dated 11 October 2018,
regarding the current Scottish Government hate crime campaign and associated material.
As the Police Scotland lead for Equality and Diversity matters, including hate crime, I have
been allocated your correspondence for review.

As you are aware, the Scottish Government campaign aims to raise awareness of hate
crime and encourage reporting. I understand from your correspondence however that you
perceive some of the campaign material, to target those of faith. Furthermore, you request
that a hate incident be raised based on your perception.

As you highlight within your email, the Police Scotland Hate Crime Standing Operating
Procedure (SOP) directs that ordinarily, the perception of the victim or any other person is

the defining factor, in determining whether an incident is hate related for recording
purposes.

I would highlight however that although a SOP sets out processes and procedures, it is
recognised that there will be circumstances requiring action on the part of officers or staff,
which may require them to exercise professionaljudgement or discretion.

I have assessed the circumstances you raise however given that the campaign was
delivered to raise awareness of hate crime, I am content in the certainty that the motivation
of the campaign is not based on malice or ill will towards any social group. I can therefore
confirm that the circumstances will not be recorded as hate related and that no further
action will be taken in respect of this matter.
I have provided the link below to the complaints process for Police Scotland, should this
response not be to your satisfaction.
https://www. scotland. pol ice. u]</secureforms/police-com plaints/
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